
AND HOW TO AVOID THEM



At SIA, we make it easy for international students to start their study

journey in Australia. Whether you need help choosing the right

university and course, applying for a student visa or planning your

move, our team is here to guide you every step of the way. We know

the entire process can feel confusing, so we’re here to make it simple

clear and stress-free for you.

Our team understands the Australian education system and visa rules

inside out and we’re always ready to give you honest advice and fast,

reliable support. From your very first question to the day you arrive in

Australia — and even after you settle — we are here to help you

succeed. You can feel confident that you’re in good hands. For a

FREE consultation, or just to say g’day, you can email us at

hello@SIAInternational.com.au



Studying in Australia can be one of the most exciting and life-

changing experiences. 

It’s a chance to get a great education, meet people from around the

world and explore a beautiful country. But the process can be tricky

and many students make mistakes along the way. These mistakes can

cause all sorts of problems, like running into money trouble,

struggling with studies or having visa issues. This ebook is here to

make sure that doesn’t happen to you! It’s packed with useful advice

to help you avoid the most common mistakes and feel confident

about your journey.

Here, we’ll talk about the things students often get wrong, like picking

the wrong course or not knowing the rules for visas. More

importantly, we’ll show you easy ways to avoid these problems. By

learning from this guide, you’ll be ready to make smart choices, get

the most out of your time in Australia and have an amazing study

experience. This ebook is your friendly companion for a smooth and

successful journey Down Under!



The Genuine Student (GS) requirement ensures student

visa applicants are genuinely pursuing education in Australia

and not using the visa for other purposes like long-term

residency or work. To meet this requirement, you must

demonstrate your commitment to studying, explain why

your chosen course aligns with your goals and prove

financial stability. 

Many students fail by not providing enough evidence,

risking visa rejection. To avoid this, be clear and honest in

your application, show proof of financial capacity and

prepare to explain your future plans, highlighting your

seriousness about studying in Australia.

1. Failing to understand the 
Genuine Student (GS) Requirement  



It is crucial for international students to avoid choosing the

wrong course or institution, as rushing into decisions

without thorough research can lead to frustration, poor

performance or even dropping out. 

Consider factors like location, tuition fees, scholarships and

student support services to ensure the program aligns with

your career goals and personal interests. Avoid simply

picking the biggest name or cheapest option; instead, take

time to explore subjects, reputations and advice from

current students or education agents. Making the right

choice will set you up for a fulfilling and successful study

experience in Australia

2. Choosing the wrong 
course or institution



A common mistake made is providing incorrect or

incomplete documentation, which in turn can cause delays

or even rejection of applications to study in Australia. Both

your educational institution and the Department of Home

Affairs require accurate and complete information,

including proof of identity, academic transcripts, English

test results and signed forms. 

Missing or outdated details can raise red flags and stall the

process. To avoid issues, double-check requirements, create

a checklist and ensure your application includes key items

like your passport, Confirmation of Enrolment (CoE),

proof of financial capacity and Overseas Student Health

Cover (OSHC). Seeking advice from trusted sources and

organising paperwork carefully can prevent unnecessary

setbacks.

3. Providing incorrect or
incomplete documentation



Underestimating the cost of living in Australia can lead to

financial difficulties, as many students focus only on tuition

fees, overlooking expenses like rent, groceries and

transport. Cities such as Sydney and Melbourne are

particularly costly and poor budgeting may result in stress

or sacrifices in essential areas like health insurance and

social activities. 

To avoid this, research the living costs in your chosen city,

create a realistic budget and explore money-saving options

like shared accommodation and student discounts. A clear

financial plan ensures a smoother, more enjoyable study

experience in Australia.

4. Underestimating the cost
of living in Australia 



Students can experience financial distress if they do not

secure enough financial support to live and study in

Australia, given its high tuition fees and living costs.

Without a solid financial plan, covering study, daily

expenses and unexpected costs like medical bills can

become stressful and might even affect education

continuity. 

To avoid this, calculate the total cost of tuition,

accommodation, food, transport and health insurance and

ensure funding through savings, family support,

scholarships or loans. Be mindful of student visa work

restrictions, as part-time income may not cover all expenses.

Reliable financial support helps reduce stress and enables a

smooth study experience.

5. Not securing sufficient
financial support for studies 



6. Ignoring English Language
Proficiency Requirements

English language proficiency requirements are often

ignored or underestimated. This can lead to visa delays,

course enrolment issues and missed opportunities for

international students. Tests like IELTS, TOEFL or PTE

are essential, but many students underestimate their

importance or rely on casual English skills. 

Failing to meet required scores can lead to visa rejection

and struggles in academic settings. To avoid this, research

the specific proficiency scores needed, dedicate time to

preparation through practice tests or classes and focus on

academic English. Proper planning ensures smoother

transitions and confident performance in Australia



7. Neglecting Overseas Student
Health Cover (OSHC) Requirements

You must never neglect Overseas Student Health Cover

(OSHC) requirements because this can lead to serious

issues for you. It is mandatory for all student visa holders to

ensure access to healthcare in Australia. Many students fail

to research OSHC providers or misunderstand their policy

coverage, risking visa complications or high medical costs. 

To avoid this, compare OSHC providers based on

coverage, services and costs and ensure your policy starts

on arrival and covers your entire visa duration. Proper

insurance keeps you compliant, safeguards your health and

gives you peace of mind during your studies.



Do not delay the application process because this can create

stress and jeopardise your plans to study in Australia. Late

applications risk missing course spots or rushing through

with errors and missing documents, possibly leading to

rejection. 

Visa delays are also likely if processing time is insufficient or

extra information is required. To avoid this, research

deadlines and visa processing times early, gather necessary

documents like transcripts and test results and submit well

ahead of time. Early preparation ensures smoother

processing and avoids last-minute panic, setting you up for

success.

8. Delaying the application process
until the last minute



Many international students fail to plan suitable

accommodation before arriving in Australia. This can cause

stress and uncertainty, leading to overpriced housing or

unsuitable locations. Without proper planning, you might

struggle to find temporary accommodation, draining your

budget and focus. 

To avoid this, research options early, including student

housing, private rentals or shared accommodations near

your campus. Check reviews, photos and seek advice from

current students and arrange virtual tours if possible.

Booking accommodation before arrival ensures a smooth

transition, peace of mind and a comfortable living

environment for your study journey.

9. Failing to plan suitable
accommodation before arrival



You must ensure that you understand the work limitations

on a student visa. Failure to do so can have serious

consequences, including penalties or visa cancellation. 

While students can work unlimited hours during school

holidays, they are restricted to 48 hours per fortnight during

academic terms. Many mistakenly assume they can work

without limits, breaching visa conditions. To avoid issues,

carefully review work rules, manage hours responsibly and

prioritise education to maintain a successful study and work

balance in Australia.

10. Not understanding work
limitations on a student visa 



International students should understand the basic rights of

workers in Australia. Failure to do so can leave them

vulnerable to exploitation or unfair treatment. Australian

laws ensure all workers, regardless of visa status, receive

protections like minimum wage, safe workplaces and

freedom from discrimination or harassment. 

The Fair Work Act guarantees paid leave, maximum hours

and protection against unfair dismissal. To avoid

exploitation, students should research worker rights under

Fair Work Australia to confidently navigate the workplace

while ensuring their well-being during employment.

11. Not knowing the work rights of
student visa holders



A serious mistake that can lead to consequences like visa

cancellation, fines or even being asked to leave the country

is failure to comply with visa obligations. Common

obligations include maintaining academic progress, meeting

attendance standards and keeping enrolment active. 

Violations such as dropping out, skipping classes or missing

visa renewals can create problems with immigration

authorities. To avoid this, stay informed about visa

conditions, monitor deadlines and seek support if needed.

Complying with these obligations ensures a smooth

academic journey and protects your stay in Australia.

12. Failing to comply with visa
obligations while studying



If you do not budget effectively or you overspend, this can

lead to financial difficulties while you are in Australia.

Excitement about moving often causes excessive spending

on non-essential items, leaving little for essentials like rent,

groceries or transport. 

Poor planning can also leave students unprepared for

emergencies such as medical costs or course-related

expenses. To avoid this, create a detailed budget covering

regular expenses and a buffer for unexpected costs. Stick to

your plan, prioritize necessities and limit luxuries, especially

in the early months, to ensure financial security and a stress-

free study experience

13. Not budgeting effectively or
overspending early on



14.Failing to understand the
Australian academic culture

International students who fail to understand Australian

academic culture can find it very difficult to succeed. Our

education system emphasises independent learning, critical

thinking and active participation, which may feel

overwhelming for those from teacher-led backgrounds. 

Engaging in debates, asking questions and adapting to

academic integrity standards like referencing are key. To

adjust, familiarise yourself with these expectations, use

orientation programs and workshops and seek support.

Embracing these cultural differences will enhance your

academic experience and foster personal and professional

growth during your time in Australia.



15. Mismanaging time between
studies, work and social life

A common issue for international students is mismanaging

time between studies, work and social life, often leading to

stress, burnout and academic struggles. Overcommitting to

work can neglect studies, while too much focus on

socialising may result in missed deadlines. 

To avoid this, create a balanced schedule that prioritises

studies, includes manageable work hours and allocates time

for social activities and downtime. Effective time

management ensures a healthier balance and a more

enjoyable study experience without compromising key

commitments.



17. Not accessing student support
services available at the institution 

Not accessing student support services is a common

mistake that can make adjusting to life in Australia more

difficult. Homesickness, academic stress and personal

challenges can feel overwhelming without help, potentially

impacting mental health and studies. 

Most institutions offer services like counselling, academic

assistance and cultural adjustment programs to support

students. Engaging in social events, joining clubs or seeking

tutoring can improve well-being and academic performance.

Don’t hesitate to use these resources—seeking help is a sign

of strength and can make your study experience more

enjoyable and fulfilling.



18. Waiting too long to plan for
graduation and job searching

Failing to plan for graduation and job searching early

enough can limit opportunities for international students in

Australia. Many focus solely on finishing their studies,

leaving career preparation until the last minute, which can

lead to missed deadlines for graduate programs, work visas

or networking chances. Since the job market is competitive,

securing a role that fits your goals requires effort and

foresight. 

To avoid this, start planning at least a year before

graduation by researching industry expectations, attending

career events, updating your resume and practicing

interviews. Understanding post-study work visa options,

such as the Temporary Graduate Visa (Subclass 485), will

also help ensure a smooth transition into professional life.

Early preparation maximizes your chances of success.



Not prioritising networking can limit opportunities for

international students in Australia, making it harder to find

job openings, internships or career guidance. Many

underestimate its value or feel shy, missing chances to

connect with industry leaders or attend key events. 

To build a strong network, engage in workshops,

conferences and student clubs, seek advice from mentors

and use LinkedIn for professional connections. Networking

is about more than job hunting—it helps you grow, learn

and form valuable relationships that can support your

academic and career journey.

19. Overlooking the importance of
networking and building connections 



Neglecting long-term career planning during studies can

leave international students unprepared for life after

graduation. Focusing solely on coursework without

considering future goals may result in missed internships,

work experience and networking opportunities essential for

securing jobs. 

A clear strategy helps transition smoothly into professional

life, especially in Australia’s competitive market.

Researching post-study visa options like the Temporary

Graduate Visa (Subclass 485) is also vital, as understanding

eligibility and timelines ensures better preparation. Planning

early and gaining relevant experience during studies

increases career prospects and confidence after graduation.

20. Overlooking long-term career
planning during studies



Delaying professional help when facing issues like visa

refusals or breaches can make problems worse for

international students in Australia. Some hesitate due to

costs or believe they can handle issues alone, but missed

deadlines or incomplete appeals can jeopardize their stay. 

To avoid this, seek guidance early from education agents

for enrolment concerns or migration experts for visa

matters. They can help navigate rights, appeals and

paperwork, reducing stress and improving chances of

success. Professional advice is a valuable investment in

securing your future in Australia.

21. Failing to seek professional help
before problems arise



As you embark on your journey as an international student

in Australia, remember that preparation and the right

mindset can help you navigate any challenge. This ebook

has highlighted common mistakes—from budgeting issues

to visa complications and academic culture

misunderstandings—while providing practical solutions to

overcome them. 

Remember: If you ever need guidance, we’re here to help

make your transition as an international student smooth

and rewarding. Email us anytime for a FREE consultation

at hello@SIAInternational.com.au.

Connect with us!Connect with us!

Head Office address:  Level 18, 324

Queen Street, Brisbane Qld 4000

Email:

hello@SIAInternational.com.au
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